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by Erika Harding
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Published:  Tuesday, September 8, 1992
In a Sept. 3 communique released in Bucaramanga, a faction of the National Liberation Army
(Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional, ELN) said it would begin destroying poppy plantations in the
Andes mountains. The group said it had detected poppy cultivation in the Surate, Cachiri and
Paramo provinces of Santander department. "The most important thing is to show the people
the social, personal and military consequences of this cultivation, and [that only the drug cartels]
ultimately benefit from it." The group vowed to "uproot poppy plants one by one" in order to
prevent the drug cartels from dominating the department. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 09/03/92)
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